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to have among other things (1) a Book 
Symposium devoted to, 

(a) Technical Literature. 

(b) Recent Books for Boys. 

(2) Suggestive Problems of a public 
library of medium size. 

It is 'he desire of the Program Com- 
mittee to leave ample time for discussion 
at all sessions. Additional topics are still 
under consideration and the foregoing is 
subject to some modification. 

Interesting programs are being prepared 
by the several Sections and Affiliated so- 
cities. That of the College and reference 
section, under the Chairmanship of Mr W. 
W. Bishop will discuss the 3 topics (a) 
The relations between branch libraries and 
the central collection in reference work, 
(b) Reference problems arising from the 
size of great collections, (c) Municipal 
legislative reference libraries. The papers 
already promised for this Section ensure 
sessions of exceptional profit and distinc- 
tion. 

COMMITTEES 
Federal Relations 

The Committee has had a number of 
matters under its consideration during 
the period which has elapsed since its ap- 
pointment. 

1 An attempt was made to take away 
from public libraries the privilege of free 
importation of books, by imposing a duty 
upon them in the proposed new tariff bill. 
Your Committee protested against such 
duty, and was represented by Mr W. P. 
Cutter of Forbes library, Northampton, 
in opposition to such duty, in the hear- 
ings before the Congressional committee. 
The New York public library trustees 
shortly afterwards passed resolutions pro- 
testing against any such duty, and their 
action has been followed by a number of 
other libraries. It is recommended that 
library boards throughout the country 
pass such resolutions and transmit copies 
thereof to their Senators and Congress- 
men. At present it seems probable that 



no change in the tariff law will be made 
with reference to libraries. 

2 In regard to the question of perman- 
ence of designated depository libraries 
your Committee has nothing to report ex- 
cept its increased conviction of the need 
of some change in the statute so as to 
make the designation more permanent. 
Attention is called to the remarks on page 
19 of the St. Louis Mercantile library re- 
port for 1908 and to the paper read by the 
Superintendent of documents, before the 
Association of American agricultural col- 
leges and experiment stations, Nov. 18, 
1908, in which paper Mr Post said "No 
greater good could be wrought in library 
economy in the various States, than a 
movement looking to the proper location 
of these depositories, and the obtaining of 
legislation making them permanent in- 
stead of leaving them subject to the 
whims of members of Congress. If per- 
manently designated after careful selec- 
tion, valuable and useful collections could 
be built up, where now are scattered, un- 
classified, and unused sets." 

3 A copyright bill (H. R. 28192, Report 
2222) was reported from the Committee on 
Patents in the House of Representatives, 
by Mr Frank D. Currier on February 15. 
It passed the House of Representatives on 
March 3, was substituted in the Senate 
for the pending Senate bill and passed 
that body on the same day. It is conse- 
quently now a law. It is recommended 
that libraries procure copies of the report 
above referred to describing the bill. The 
only changes which seem to be of impor- 
tance with reference to libraries, are that 
there is a prohibition of the importation 
of piratical copies, which importation it is 
believed, has not occurred to any extent, 
and also that the number of copies im- 
ported in any one invoice is diminished 
from two to one. Taking everything into 
consideration, the passage of the bill was 
an event from which librarians have little 
to apprehend. The cooperation of the Li- 
brary copyright league with your Com- 
mittee aided much in preventing dangerous 
previsions from being incorporated in the 
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bill. The "Manufacturing clause" has 
been extended to cover a requirement that 
"the printing of the text and binding" of 
the book "shall be performed within the 
limits of the United States." This clause 
may possibly give rise to some trouble. 

4 Shortly after the beginning of the 
current year, there was referred to the 
Committee by the Council, the question ot 
the admission of library bulletins to the 
privileges of second class mail matter. 
The statutes of the United States require 
that publications to be admitted to this 
privilege, in addition to other provisions 
of no interest here, must appear at stated 
intervals, at least quarterly, and have "a 
legitimate list of subscribers." Especial 
provisions permit the use of the privilege 
by benevolent or fraternal societies or or- 
ders, or by "regularly incorporated insti- 
tutions of learning," a trades union, or 
"strictly professional literary, historical or 
scientific societies". Under the present 
law it would seem that a library bulletin 
or other publication may be admitted to 
the mailing privileges, provided it has "a 
legitimate list of subscribers", or the Li- 
brary is a "regularly incorporated insti- 
tution". Some of our libraries used the 
second class privilege for their bulletins 
under the above provisions. When a li- 
brary is not an incorporated institution, 
but merely a department of municipal gov- 
ernment, it is not at present entitled to 
the privilege unless it has a subscription 
list for its bulletins. 

In the latter part of December the Com- 
mittee was informed that the Assistant 
Attorney General for the Post Office de- 
partment had decided that the Bulletin of 
the Springfield, Mass. city library, which is 
regularly incorporated, had been deprived 
of the privilege of second class entry, 
which it had enjoyed for some time. The 
Chairman of the Committee at once took 
up the matter with the various govern- 
ment departments. The Commissioner of 
education, Dr Elmer Ellsworth Brown, re- 
ported that the Bureau of Education had 
always considered public libraries as edu- 
cational institutions. The Attorney Gen- 



eral, Hon. Charles J. Bonaparte, stated 
that the matter was one for the decision 
of the Postmaster General, Hon. Charles 
Von L. Meyer, and gave a letter of intro- 
duction to him, stating at the same time 
orally, that on first impression he agreed 
with our contention that public libraries 
were institutions of learning. The deci- 
sions of the courts were next investigated, 
and an article was prepared in the nature 
of a brief upon the legal status of public 
libraries in America, which article it is 
hoped will be published in an early issue 
of the American law review. Copies of 
the article were filed with the Attorney 
General, and the Postmaster General and, 
under date of February 5, the latter wrote 
as follows: "I thank you for your courtesy 
in submitting this matter, which will be 
of value in the consideration of this ques- 
tion, which, as you were recently advised, 
is now under review. 

In this connection, I am pleased to ad- 
vise you that at my suggestion the Postal 
commission has inserted 'public libraries' 
(in order to fix their legal status beyond 
any doubt) in Section 344 of the codifica- 
tion of postal laws reported to Congress 
on the 25th. ultimo so that they will have 
the same privileges as the co-called regu- 
larly incorporated institutions of learning." 

The bill to which reference is made was 
introduced by Mr Overstreet in the House 
of Representatives (H.R.27067) on Janu- 
ary 25, 1909 and is entitled "A bill to 
codify, revise and amend the postal laws 
of the United States". Under section 344, 
page 169, line 3, occurs the provision in- 
serting public libraries among the or- 
ganizations permitted to have second 
class mailing privileges, whether they are 
regularly incorporated or not. This bill 
seems not to have passed at the last ses- 
sion of Congress, and it is suggested that 
librarians who are interested in the mat- 
ter may well call the attention of their 
senators and congressmen to the desir- 
ability of passing the bill with the inclu- 
sion of the provision. After further con- 
sideration of the matter, under date of 
March 2, a letter was received from the 
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Postmaster General from which the follow- 
ing sentences are taken: "I beg to in- 
form you that the recent adopted policy 
of the Department in respect to publica- 
tions of this character is as follows: 

The admission of regular publications of 
public libraries, duly incorporated and non- 
profit sharing, under the provisions of the 
Act of July 16, 1894, is believed to be in 
accordance with the spirit and purpose of 
said act and therefore authorized. They 
will be so considered and entered upon 
compliance with the provisions ol said act 
as herein construed." 

In this connection it is deemed proper 
to inform you that the postmaster at 
Springfield, Mass., has been requested to 
advise the publishers of "The Springfield 
City library bulletin" that the Department 
is prepared to give consideration to the 
new application for admission of that pub- 
lication to the second class of mail mat- 
ter with a view to taking favorable action 
thereon." 

We may congratulate ourselves upon the 
fortunate decision of this question which 
was fraught with some grave dangers to 
libraries, in case it had been held that 
they are not institutions of learning. 

BERNARD C. STEINER, 
Chairman. 

THE EDITOR'S TABLE 

Appropriate current library literature will be 
noted in this column if sent to J. I. Weyer, 
Jr., State Library, Albany, N. Y.) 

Association of collegiate alumnae. Wash- 
ington branch. 

A list of poems chosen from standard 
English poets, suitable to be learned by 
children between the ages of five and 
fourteen. 67p. 1908. 25c. 

28 American and 57 English poets are 
represented. Shakespeare and Longfel- 
low are most numerously cited the refer- 
ences to them filling more than a third of 
the pamphlet. A child fed on these poems 
would have a memory treasured with the 
finest verse but he would surely sigh often 
for a lighter diet as "Lewis Carroll," Ed- 
ward Lear, John Gilpin and their ilk are 
unrepresented. 



Benton, Josiah H. The working of the 
Boston public library. An address by 
the President of the library trustees 
before the Beacon society, Jan. 2, 1909. 
Ed. 2. 57p. 1909. 

Boston public library. Finding list of 
fairy tales and folk stories in books at 
the branches. 48p. 1908. 
An analytic, title-list (giving under each 
title the author, title and call number of 
the book or books in which the tale ap- 
pears) of stories in about 100 of the most 
popular collections. 

Cary, C. P. List of books for free high 
school libraries in the state of Wiscon- 
sin with instructions for cataloging. 
187p. 1909. 

Despite its title this is purely a manual 
of elementary library science illustrated 
by the titles of 200 books the classifica- 
tion and cataloging of which are pictured 
by sample cards with a minuteness and 
reiteration which seem superfluous. The 
book seems to be wholly the work of the 
Wisconsin library commission. 

Hadley, A. T. Facilities for study and 
research in the offices of the United 
States Government at Washington. 73p. 
1909. (U. S. Bureau of education Bulle- 
tin. 1909, no. 1.) 

Maire, Albert. La technique du livre; 
typographie, illustration, reliure, hy- 
giene. 389p. O. 1908. 
Treats particularly of the physiology of 
reading, light, legibility of different styles 
of types. 163 illustrations and 25 plates. 

Michigan state library. A first selection 
of 500 children's books for a library; 
compiled by Effie L. Power. 72p. 1909. 
Annotated, classified and graded list 

with author and title index. 

Palmgren, Valfrid. Bibliotek och folkupp- 

fostran anteckningar fran en studieresa 

i Amerikas Forenta Stater. 180p. 1909. 

The literary fruits of Miss Palmgren's 

American travel have been numerous and 

in this popular, illustrated account of the 

various phases of the work of our public 



